“I say that religion isn’t about believing things. It’s ethical alchemy. It’s about behaving in a
way that changes you, that gives you intimations of holiness and sacredness.”
- Karen Armstrong

* Please stand in body and/or spirit as you are able
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LET US GATHER
PRELUDE Adagio
WELCOME to ALL!

No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey,
you are welcome here.

F.Mendelssohn

ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT Bless The Lord Taizé
CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Let us join together to worship God:

P: The Divine Storyteller, the Author of Everything.

L: The God who weaves together all our stories

P: Into one great anthology of humanity.

L: Even that which we think is lost

P: Even scattered remnants are saved and returned to the collection.
L: Nothing is left behind, no one excluded.

P: Let’s hear some stories. Amen

LET US PREPARE
*HYMN For The Fruit of All Creation B425

UNISON INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses)

Like the refrain of a well known song, like the repeated theme in a
poem, let us join together, saying: “Our Father...Amen.”

LET US LISTEN

READINGS Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Matthew 22:34-46
HYMN Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart B29o
REFLECTION The World is Made of Stories Pastor Mark Harris

ANTHEM If With All Your Hearts F.Mendelssohn

Betsy Feiker, solo

You are invited into a moment of silence for personal reflection.

LET US RESPOND

GATHERING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Medema
Lord, listen to your children praying. Lord, send your Spirit in this place;

Lord, listen to your children praying, Send us love, send us peace, send us grace.
(twice)

PRAYER

(and once more)

L: Let the people say ...
P: Amen and Amen.

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
OFFERTORY Fairest Lord Jesus arr. Anne Marie David
*DOXOLOGY B778 (tune: B780 L.Bourgeois 1551)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.

*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKS AND DEDICATION



All that we believe belongs to us once belonged to someone else. Let
these offerings continue the stories. Amen.

LET US GO FORTH

*HYMN God of the Prophets B358

*BENEDICTION

*SEVEN FOLD AMEN R594

POSTLUDE Trumpet Voluntary John Stanley
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Administrator: Karen Brown/ 603-562-5183 / admin@firstchurchinjaffrey.org

October 25, 2026

Twenty Second Sunday after

Pentecost
The First Church in Jaffrey

Gathered 1780

A Congregational Church of the United Church of Christ
On the Common — Jaffrey Center, New Hampshire

No matter who you are, or where you are on your life's journey,
you are welcome here.



