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First Church in Jaffrey 

Weathervane 

July - August 

2022 

 

 

 
It sounds weird – installation – like I am a 
refrigerator or a carpet.  But truth be told – that’s not 
too far off from what is going to happen.  During this 
service of installation, I will be placed as your new 
pastor.  The service takes its name from the old 
custom of leading the candidate through the church 
sanctuary so they may be put IN to their new STALL 
(seat) – install!  This procession was witnessed by the 
whole community (both the local folks and guests 
from away) so that he or she might celebrate together 
that something has changed, both for them and for 
the person taking the new seat (that’s me). 
   
We will be witnessed, too.  I have asked permission to 
hold the ceremony in the Meetinghouse to remind us 
of the great cloud of saints that surround us in this 
place.  We will invite friends from Jaffrey, the wider 
Monadnock community, from the Southwest 
Association and from the New Hampshire Conference 
of the UCC.  It will be a lovely service of worship that  
 
(cont’d on page 2) 
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The members and friends of 

The First Church in Jaffrey 

are pleased to invite you to the 

SERVICE OF INSTALLATION 

for  

the Reverend Stephen G. Miller 

as our newly settled pastor 

Sunday, September 11, 2022 

 at 3:00 pm  

 

in the Jaffrey Meetinghouse 

15 Laban Ainsworth Way 

Jaffrey, New Hampshire 

Reception to follow on the Common 
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(Installation, cont’d) 

will include promises that we make to each other and a full blessing of our future together.  
We will conclude with a reception on the common – what a great community event! 
 
This is very important to me because place is important to me.  Place is what makes us who 
we are. It is the context and the content of our identity.  God is leading me to my new seat, 
but not randomly. It is not just any old seat – it is a seat that you have been preparing for 
me through the last 242 years and 23 previous occupants.  You chose me and I chose you. 
Now we get to discover our place together and that’s amazing!   
 
Steve 
 

  

 
 2022 July/August Worship at First Church 

Meditation text in bold; Call to Worship text in plain font 
 

July 10  
     Special Worship: 
     Hymn Sunday 
           with Gene Faxon 
 

 

August 7   
     “To Separate from Vulgar Things” 
     Genesis 15:1-6; excerpt from 
     Nature by Ralph Waldo Emerson      
      Psalm 33    
      Communion 

 
July 17  
     “The Tent of Welcome” 
     Genesis 18:1-10 
     Psalm 15 
     New Members 

 

August 14   
     “No One but You” 
     Isaiah 5:1-8 
     Psalm 80 

 

July 24  
     “Daily Bread” 
     Luke 11:1-13 
     Psalm 138 

 

August 21   
     Guest Preacher: 
     Leaf Seligman 

 

July 31   
     “Take No Offense” 
     James 1:17-22 
     Psalm 104:24-34 

August 28   
     “The Seat of Honor” 
     Luke 14:1, 7-14 
     Psalm 81 

 
 

Steve’s Installation – Sunday, September 11, 2022 – 3:00 pm 
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   New Members Sunday on July 17 
 
During our summer series gatherings, we have been talking about covenant – the 
promise that binds us together as a church family. On Sunday morning July 17, 2022, we 
will be receiving new members into this covenant!  Jill and Steve will be joining our 
church that day, and we welcome any of you to join with them (as members or associate 
members).  If you are interested talk to Steve or our moderator, Sam Greene.  Please let 
us know! 
 
Our revised bylaws, which were approved in January 2020, explain membership as 
follows: 
 
Article III.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1:  Definition of Membership  

Membership is defined by a desire to be in covenant with FCiJ and to share our gifts, 
talents, time and resources, each according to our ability and life circumstances.  
Members and Associate Members have the same rights and responsibilities as stipulated 
in Section 2 below.   

Regular Membership - Those who are solely in covenant with FCiJ and hold no 
membership in another faith community. 

Associate Membership - Those who wish to maintain their covenantal relationships 
with other faith communities in addition to FCiJ. 

As stated in our covenant we welcome all who wish to participate in the life and ministry 
of FCiJ regardless of membership/non-membership status, worship participation, or 
financial contribution.  Persons wishing to become members or associate members of 
this church should speak with both the Pastor and the Moderator, who will bring forward 
the names to the Executive Circle for acceptance. 

Section 2: Rights and Responsibilities 

Members and Associate Members:  

 May vote on all legal matters coming before the FCiJ,  

 Hold elected office,  

 Serve on the Executive Circle, and  

 Serve as Delegates to United Church of Christ meetings. 
 

Responsibilities to the organization: Members, Associate Members and others who 
participate in the life and activities of FCiJ are encouraged to support the church with 
their time, talent, and treasure according to their means.  An annual stewardship pledge 
is encouraged so that sound fiscal management of the FCiJ can be maintained.  
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A Letter from the 
Poland-Ukraine Border 

Ilona Kwiecien returned for a second visit 
to Poland on June 20. Here is her letter to 
First Church on the refugee situation and 
the impact of donations channeled by First 
Church. 

 
To the First Church community: (written in Lublin, Poland) 

As anticipated, much has changed regarding Ukrainian refugees here in Poland.  
Many have returned, including all but one woman from the Kaniwola 
community.  When Marcin (my kind and reliable driver) and I visited shortly after my 
arrival, we met with about a dozen women and children who were making preparations 
to leave within a couple of days.  They had to go somewhere, because in July the local 
authorities plan to rent the building out to summer vacationers as they had done pre-
COVID; indeed, painting and clean up were going on already.  The woman who was 
staying had no place to go, but was able to pay the weekly rent now required.  

We talked for over an hour during which time I gave them the greetings, wishes and 
prayers from First Church.  There were tears in everyone's eyes as I did my best to 
translate.  One woman remarked - to paraphrase - "It is important to have support for 
the soul as well as material."  A couple of the women were going back to their homes and 
families near the Belorusian border, which according to latest reports was becoming a 
more dangerous area.  One woman's apartment complex in Chernigiv had been 
destroyed, but she was going to move in with her mother.   

We were told the children were looking forward to returning home; the parents also to 
an extent, but there was, of course, an overhanging shadow of worry. They asked if they 
could take some of the things we had given the community:  I told them it was theirs if 
they could find a way to take it.  There seemed to be a special attachment to the 
basketball hoop and ping pong table!  Before saying goodbye, I gave them some funds 
"for the road."   

 In a follow-up at the Rozmaryn restaurant, I met with one of the owners, who said 
things have really settled down and they no longer advertised free lunches. However, if a 
refugee came in looking for food, they provided a meal.   
  
Similar stories came from my two meetings in Warsaw.  The hotel owner where refugees 
had stayed told us none were living there anymore.  The Edison school, which had taken 
in Ukrainian refugee families into a converted school building and integrated the 
children into the curriculum, was able to let the families stay until the end of July, but 
then needed to re-configure the building for school use.  The director of the school and 
the Ukrainians I talked to were very grateful for the support we were able to give so the 
Ukrainian children could go to the end-of year-camp.   
  

(cont’d on page 5) 
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Thank you to our contributors! 

MaryJo Marvin 
Rev. Steve Miller 
Ilona Kwiecien 
Bruce & Pam Hill 
Janet Grant 

(A Letter from the Poland-Ukraine Border – cont’d) 

All this does not mean that there are no more needs.  Lukasz, my trusted contact,  
continues to go into Ukraine about twice a month and is now focused on helping women 
who have been "mis-treated" by the Russians, bringing them either to the safer parts of 
Ukraine or to Poland for treatment.  I gave him some of the funds we collected and remain 
in touch with him.  I have a few more meetings this week with individuals who are helping 
refugees in southeast Poland, both in Zamosc and here in Lublin.  And until I return to 
New Hampshire I will continue to look into situations where help might be needed.  Much 
is up in the air and evolving, and in many ways the refugee situation has gotten more 
complicated.  

Ilona 

Note: First Church has set up a separate account for Ukrainian support fund at TD Bank; 
donations will not be mingled with the church’s operating budget. The funds will be 
transferred to a Polish bank account established by Ilona before she left. Two trusted 
people have access via debit cards as needs arise, and Ilona communicates with them 
frequently. At the end of July, almost $30,000 had been collected from the church and its 
wider community; more than half has been disbursed to help refugees with immediate 
needs. 

 If you would like to donate to the Ukrainian Relief projects, please make out a check to 
Refugee Support or First Church in Jaffrey (write Refugee Support in the memo line).   
Mail to First Church in Jaffrey, PO Box 673, Jaffrey, NH 03452. 
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On June 27, Fair Chairs Bruce and Pam Hill called a meeting of individuals who 
chair Fair venues and other key workers. Building on the success of last year’s Fair, 
not much will change.  People can buy deluxe bag lunches at 12:30 ($10), with 
outdoor seating available near the Parish House. The Fair opens at 1 and closes at 4, 
with many discounts available at 3:30. The snack bar at the side of the 
Meetinghouse which sells hot dogs and soda will open at noon. 

The venues include a garden center, antiques & collectibles, linens, jewelry, bakery, 
fine art, white elephants, tools and small electronics. The Children’s Fair in the 
Horsesheds will feature traditional and new games, cupcake decorating, Model T 
rides and more.  You might even hear some music! Tickets are 25 cents each; they 
are never subject to inflation! 

Donations Needed 

Look around your home (including attic, basement, and garage) for “treasures” that 
are in good condition, attractive, clean, and in working order that we can sell in one 
of our many venues. 

There will be three dates to drop off items at the Blackberry Lane entrance to the 
Parish House:  
Tuesday, July 12 • 9-11 am 
Thursday, July 21 • 2-4pm  
Saturday July 30 • 11am-1pm  
 
The Annual Fair event depends on roughly 100 volunteers and the support of local 
businesses to set up, sort, sell, park cars, and clean up. While the church’s 
congregation plans and organizes the Fair, two-thirds of the workers come from the 
wider community. Funds raised help support more than one dozen local social 
service organizations and scholarships for Conant HS graduates.  

We welcome back all Fair “worker bees” to help in their usual capacities. Please let 
your venue leaders know you are available to help again this year. For other Fair 
information, contact Bruce Hill at bwhill1947@gmail.com or 508-280-9546. 

 
 

 

It’s Coming Soon 

First Church 105th 
Fair 

on August 3 

 

mailto:bwhill1947@gmail.com
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Friday Pie Sales 

Are Back! 

 

 

We had a great first week, selling 25 pies on Friday, June 24 from 2 to 4.  We 
hadn't advertised in the newspapers prior to that so it was a little slow, but we sold 
them all by 3:20. The mouth-watering selection included blueberry and strawberry 
pies, Mile High Monadnock Pie, pecan pies, a cheesecake pie, quiches, a Tourtiere 
Meat Pie and even a Whoopie Pie-Pie.  Pies prices are the same as last year: $20, 
except for specialty pies which are $24. 

For the second week I posted articles on three different Facebook pages with the 
"Pie Hotline" phone number – 603-263-4743. We were inundated with 18 
requests for pies. 

That last week in June, Pat Harmon and I worked in the church kitchen on 
Thursday from 9-5, inaugurating the two shiny, new, perfect-fitting stoves. We 
made a total of 29 pies.  On that Friday, we offered a 4th of July pie which had 
strawberries and a large corner of blueberries with pie crust stars and stripes. It 
was a big hit, but labor intensive: the five pies we made didn't begin to meet the 
demand.  Some kind Jaffrey women helped by donating a pie or even two last 
week, but the demands far exceeded our ability to keep up.  On the plus side, 
bakers have learned that it is almost as easy making two pies as it is making one!   

Pie sales from the first two weeks have raised more than $1,200.  Many thanks to 
the good people who found time and energy to bake pies!  

If you can help in any way, we would love to hear from you. You can suggest the 
name of someone who might help or make a donation for ingredients. Anyone is 
welcome to come by Thursday mornings after 9. We will be mixing, baking, and 
folding boxes. With two new ovens, we can bake 3 or 4 at a time, and it should be a 
quicker process. 

Yours in pies, Pam Hill and Pat Harmon 

Contact Pam Hill at philloncapecod@gmail.com or 508-280-0771 

 

 

PS: We need rhubarb! 
If you’ve got extra, please call Pam. 

  

mailto:philloncapecod@gmail.com
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Summer Events in Jaffrey Center 

Electric Earth Concerts 

Electric Earth opened its season in June with a well-attended concert at First Church. 
Other performances at the church during July and August are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All tickets are $30 unless otherwise noted. Available at the door or on the website. Free 
to middle and high school students. For information on program details and other 
Electric Earth concerts held in the Monadnock area, go to website at 
www.electricearthconcerts.org.  

Amos Fortune Forum Celebrates 75th Season 

The Amos Fortune Forum 2022 Summer Series will be conducted in person and 
streamed live on Friday nights at 8 pm in the Jaffrey Meetinghouse. The Forum 
encourages you to arrive early for best seating, and we request you wear a mask while 
inside for the health of our speakers and attendees. All lectures are free, although 
donations are appreciated. 

A 75th Anniversary Celebration will be held on Friday, July 8th from 5:30 to 7:30 on the 
Jaffrey Center Village Improvement Society’s Cutter Park Lawn, under the flagpole. 
Tickets are $20 per person and are available at amosfortune.com. 

(cont’d on page 9) 

 

 

 

Thursday, August 4 at 7 pm 
Duo, Trio, Quartet: Ravel, Bauer, and Brahms 
 

 

Wednesday, August 10 at 7 pm 
The Joy of Sextets 

 

Wednesday, July 13 at 7 pm 
The Joy of Septets 
 

 

Sunday, September 18 at 4 pm 
Horszowski Trio, program TBA 

 

http://www.electricearthconcerts.org/
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(Summer Events – cont’d) 

The 2022 Amos Fortune Forum  

July 8  Carl Bernstein - America and Journalism 50 Years After Watergate 

July 15 Robert Putnam and Shaylyn Romney Garrett - The Upswing:  
How America Came Together a Century Ago and How We Can Do It Again 

July 22 Robert Meeropol - The Rosenberg Case: Still Current in 2022 

July 29 Cheryl Hackett - Brave Souls: Hidden Truths of Concealment Shoes 

August 5 Sindiso Mnisi Weeks and Dan Weeks - Amos Fortune & The Journey from 
Abolition to Ubuntu 

August 12 Florence Reed - Growing a Just and Sustainable World with  
Regenerative Agroecology 

August 19 Steve Zakon-Anderson - History of Contra Dancing: How it Came to be 
Identified with the Monadnock Region 

As in past years, receptions following the lecture will be held in the First 
Church in Jaffrey Parish House. 

 

COVID Protocols ‒ Mask and Distance, Please 

First Church’s COVID protocols respond to COVID rates in our area and the nature of the 
gathering. The Executive Circle examines the status of COVID each month and adjusts its 
policies as needed.  

We will continue to hold worship in the spacious sanctuary at 10:30 on Sundays, but with 
current COVID precautions. The Covid statistics change constantly, and many areas are 
experiencing an upsurge.  

We ask everyone to wear a mask and distance. We will resume outside coffee 
hour after worship on July 17. Memorial service receptions held in May and June went 
smoothly. Families and groups using the church facilities will determine their own COVID 
protocols and sign a waiver for First Church. 

Because many in our congregation are 60 or older, vaccinations and booster shots are still 
recommended to protect our community and keep vaccinated individuals who do contract 
the virus from becoming seriously ill. 

 

 


