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Amen, Amen, and Amen! A Conversation
Sam Greene, Moderator:
The April 24 service based on the New Testament
story of “Doubting Thomas” spoke to me. And I
wanted to take an opportunity to explain why. I’d
guess that there are others who are slowly coming out
of the woodwork on any given Sunday to hear our
new pastor preach. A full week out from that service
I’m still excited about that sermon. And that joy was
probably also fueled by Carol Hamilton’s organ work
during “Lord, I Don’t Feel Noways Tired.”
To return to Steve’s message about Doubting Thomas.
Immediately, I thought he was going to point a finger
straight at ME. During the Search Committee’s
interviews with Steve and our other prospects, I often
explained that I was a doubter, skeptic, still a little bit
of a cynic about this religious “soup.” But Steve
pointed back at himself and proclaimed Doubting
Thomas to be one of his heroes, as this apostle was
the questioner, the seeker, the unconvinced.
Steve’s message that doubt is not the opposite of faith
but the “engine” that drives our faith spoke to me very
clearly. Steve told a story about his friend, Paul, who
as a teenager had asked and asked and asked
questions of his pastor, until one day the response
that came was “There are some questions we just
don’t ask.” How tragic an answer! Why could the
response have not been “There are some answers we
just don’t know?”
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(Amen, Amen, and Amen, A Conversation, continued)

Steve Miller, pastor:
Faith really is a conversation, and a good conversation requires good questions. This is why
it has always been so very important to me that we are Congregationalist.
We believe that God is most richly revealed in the congregation as we explore the deeper
meanings of our lives together! I can't wait to hear Sam’s questions – I’ve got plenty I
would like to share as well.
John 20:24- 29
24 But

Thomas (who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26 A

week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My
Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Let’s Welcome the Scouts!
The Trustees and Executive Circle have approved a request
from Josh Levesque, the Scout Master of Jaffrey’s Troop 33 of
the Scouts of America, to make First Church their home base.
Regular meetings are held on Monday from 6-9 pm, with
roughly 25 people (10 adults, 15 scouts) present. They will
have space for meetings and storage in the lower level of the
Parish Hall in areas that currently are not used by the church. The group may also use
the Parish Hall and the Sanctuary for meetings and special ceremonies. This will be a
one-year trial period by mutual agreement.
In return the Scouts will help with projects like the Fair and seasonal inside and
outside cleanups. The trustees and other leaders unanimously agreed with Pastor Steve
that this win-win partnership will nurture the church’s connections to local families.
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Ukraine - How We Can Help

Thanks to the connections Ilona Kwiecien has made through her work in Poland, we have
an opportunity to directly impact and support the lives of Ukrainian refugees. First
Church will be collecting money for on-the-ground projects in Poland; in the process, we
will be learning more about the plight of refugees and finding new ways to connect to our
brothers and sisters and the world.
The projects include support of 40 Ukrainian women and children in Kaniwola, funds for
a school near Warsaw so Ukrainian students can attend an end of year "green school" with
their Polish classmates, and support of an experienced intermediary ‒ Lukasz ‒ who
travels to Ukraine regularly delivering needed supplies and occasionally bringing people
out.
Ilona has emphasized how fluid this situation is ‒ things change daily and monthly so we
need to keep our end flexible. The long-term goal is to grow this fund to work with
refugees from other countries in collaboration with groups in the Monadnock region.
First Church has set up a separate account for Ukrainian support fund at TD Bank;
donations will not be mingled with the church’s operating budget. The funds will be
transferred to a Polish bank account established by Ilona before she left. Two trusted
people have access via debit cards as needs arise, and Ilona communicates with them
frequently.
If you would like to donate to the Ukrainian Relief projects, please make out a check to
Refugee Support or First Church in Jaffrey (write Refugee Support in the memo line).
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The Life of the Church
Summer Study Series
After our very successful Lenten Study series, Steve
will be leading another series of summer
educational gatherings on Wednesday afternoons
at 4:00 pm in the Parish Hall beginning on
Wednesday, June 1, 2022. The series will also be
available on zoom – links are emailed out via eblast
each week. Using scripture and story we will
explore the vision and spirit of congregationalism
and being a part of the United Church of Christ!
Does this matter to our future? It does!!

Steve’s Installation Progress Report
A Service of Installation, a UCC gathering to confirm and celebrate a new pastor, is
being planned for early fall to welcome and honor Steve’s new ministry in our midst.
Steve is meeting with the Southwest Association Committee on Ministry in May.
They will review our request and Steve’s credentials and set the date for a
community-wide celebration. Stay tuned for more details later in the summer.

Church Camp
The Horton Center is our UCC church camp located on
Pine Mountain in Gorham, New Hampshire. The
mission of the New Hampshire Conference of the
United Church of Christ Outdoor Ministries is to invite
all God’s children to experience Christian community
in the natural world. Steve has volunteered to be a
camp counselor this summer. He is excited to
experience the youth of our conference in this beautiful
place and to bring that spirit back to our church family!

Memorial Services
The following memorial services are scheduled for May and June. Families are
responsible for catering a reception. COVID protocols for each service are up to the
family.
May 14 – Bailey Arthur
May 21 – Travis Shattuck
May 28 – Gerry Miller
June 1 – Emily Preston (at United Church of Jaffrey)
June 25 – Betts Balentine
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COVID Protocols ‒
Mask and Distance, Please

First Church’s COVID protocols respond to COVID rates in our area and the nature
of the gathering. The Executive Circle examines the status of COVID each month
and adjusts its policies as needed.
We will continue to hold worship in the spacious sanctuary at 10:30 on Sundays,
but with current COVID precautions. The Covid statistics change constantly, and
New Hampshire seems to be in the midst of an upsurge.
We ask everyone to wear a mask and distance. The Parish Hall is not open
for coffee hour at time of this newsletter. However, memorial service receptions are
planned for our spaces in May and June. Families and groups using the church
facilities will determine their COVID protocols and sign a waiver for First Church.
Because many in our congregation are 60 or older, vaccinations and booster shots
are strongly recommended to protect our community.

Thank you to our contributors!
MaryJo Marvin
Rev. Steve Miller
Sam Greene
Ilona Kwiecien

Carol Hess
Roy Lake
Bruce Hill
Dan Wilfrid
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Spring is Cleanup and Fix up Time
There’s scaffolding around the back of the church and
chaos in the Parish Hall kitchen as the First Church
Trustees launch needed maintenance and updating
projects. While COVID is not over, the church is
opening up to groups and memorial services. Spaces
not used during two years of COVID restrictions now
require updating and some renovation. Dan Wilfred is
overseeing this work as the Buildings and Grounds
point person for the Trustees.
Here's Dan’s summary of spring-summer projects:
♦ Chimney repairs are underway and should be completed by May. We continue to await a
carpenter’s bid on the needed steeple work; one of the wood spires fell off due to rotten
wood. Also, the church’s brick façade needs repairs in several places.
♦ Construction has started on the Parish Hall kitchen renovation. Andy Webber has
completed cabinet adjustments necessary to create space for two electric stoves which
have been ordered from Monadnock Appliance. Hannu Electric will install two stoveready outlets and relocate the exhaust fan switch. Andy will install a new laminate top
with a hardwood edge on the “pass through” counter. The decision to replace the
refrigerator was postponed until we have a better sense of other facility costs this year.
Dan Wilfrid will paint the area above the stoves. Janet Grant and Pam Hill will inventory
and thin the contents of the kitchen cabinets in early May. A bequest from the family of
Hilda Mitchell that was restricted to kitchen improvements is helping to fund these
projects. Hilda was very active in the Woman’s Society; she died in 2014.
♦ The Memorial Garden and Labyrinth need attention this spring. The tree against the
back wall of the church should be removed. Dan is arranging the annual inspection of the
fire extinguishers.
Dan has suggested, as the congregation looks ahead to the 200th Anniversary of the brick
church in 2031, that the trustees should think about a major capital campaign, including
applying for historic preservation grants.
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Views from the Web
How often do you grab your cell phone, notebook, or laptop to find out about a place or
someone you’ve just met?
That’s the way the world operates in 2022.
Here’s how First Church offers a virtual ‘handshake’ these days. We have a website,
and are grateful for the flexibility and creative resources provided by George Colburn at
Keene Webworks Design who keeps it running! Our FCiJ Communications Circle
provides core material; George then creates our window for the wider world.
Keeping a website ‘current’ so a first-time visitor is not met with three-month-old
information is critical. That seems obvious, but you’d be surprised how many church
sites are not up to date.
If you haven’t visited the website lately, please do so. The intent is to offer current
information about worship, news, and special events to our friends and members, and
anybody else who might be curious about what’s up at the First Church in Jaffrey.
We’ve been working to revamp the design and content so it’s easy to navigate and eyecatching. You can find a message from Pastor Steve Miller, photos, links to the
Weathervane newsletter, news on worship services, a calendar, an online donation
feature, and more.
Our website is definitely a work in progress. Check it out monthly. Send a link to
someone who might be interested in whatever page has caught your attention. Send us
suggestions for improvements. Thanks!
https://firstchurchinjaffrey.org/
Or, type First Church in Jaffrey in your browser and click.
Carol Hess, for the Communications Circle

Save the Date
First Church 105th Fair on August 3
Last year the Annual Fair emerged from its
COVID lockdown (no Fair in 2020) and was
a big success in so many ways! While COVID
distancing and masks were encouraged,
everyone seemed happy to be outside,
meeting friends for the first time in several
months, and returning to a beloved tradition.
(continued on page 8)
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First Church 105th Fair (continued)

We will have the 105th Fair this year on Wednesday, August 3, from 1 to 4. Chairs
Bruce and Pam Hill report all Fair leaders are returning and all venues from 2021 are
a go. That means admission is free and food is abundant. The popular venues
include a garden center, antiques, bakery, fine art, white elephants, tools, and small
electronics. The Fair no longer offers book and furniture sales.
At the Children’s Fair held in the Horseheds, kids can play games to win prizes,
decorate cupcakes, test their strength, find treasures to buy, ride in an antique car,
and more.
This event depends on roughly 100 volunteers to set up, sort, sell, park cars, and
clean up. While the church’s congregation plans and organizes the Fair, two-thirds of
the workers come from the wider community.
Funds raised help support more than one dozen local social service organizations and
scholarships for Conant HS graduates.
There will be three dates to drop off items:
Tuesday, July 7 • 9-11 AM
Thursday, July 21 • 2-4pm
Saturday July 30 • 11am-1pm

Return of the Pies!
Guided by the leadership and baking expertise
of Pam Hill, weekly pies sales last summer
proved to be a phenomenal fundraiser.
Roughly 23 to 30 pies sold each Friday in July
and August and raised roughly $5,000.

Pam will send a letter to all volunteer bakers in May. Hopefully, sales will
start on either June 24 or July 1.
Look for updates on the Pie Sales and the Fair in the JulyAugust Weathervane and e-blasts.
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Early Summer Worship at First Church
Meditation text in bold; Call to Worship text in plain font
May 8 Mother’s Day
Guest Preacher: Ilona Kwiecien

June 5

PENTECOST SUNDAY
“The Language of the Spirit”
Acts 2: 1-21
Psalm 104: 24-34

May 15 “A Deep Challenge”
John 13: 31-35
Psalm 148

June 12

TRINITY SUNDAY
“A Community of Truth”
John 16: 12-15
Psalm 8

May 22 “A Silly Question?”
John 5: 1-9
Psalm 67

June 19

“It Can Be Costly”
Luke 8: 26-39
Psalm 42

May 29

June 26

“The Bang Step”
2 Kings 2: 1-14
Psalm 16

“Be Ye Kind”
John 17: 20-26
Revelation 22

The Church in the World
First Church is a 5 for 5 Church. What does
this mean? According to the UCC, the success
and sustainability of the United Church of
Christ's national ministries relies on
individual churches’ contributions.
Being 5 for 5 means that your church is a leader, providing support to Our
Church’s Wider Mission and four Special Mission Offerings: One Great Hour of
Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need and The Christmas Fund.
Thanks to all who contributed to One Great Hour of Sharing, which was collected
on Sunday, March 27 and subsequent Sundays leading up to Easter. First Church
raised $686 for OGHS.
The next special offering, Strengthen the Church, will be collected on Pentecost
Sunday, June 5, 2022. This initiative supports the growth and renewal of UCC
local congregations. The New Hampshire Conference retains 50% of the
Strengthen the Church offering received for use within the conference. In one
example, Strengthen the Church (STC) Grants will be given to support youth
(continued on page 10)
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(Church in the World, continued)

activities that contain a component of racial justice advocacy, activism, or awarenessraising. This initiative is driven by the NH Conference’s commitment to developing
and nurturing youth programs.
Thanks to all who have supported First Church and the UCC Special Offerings in
the past year. You can make donations electronically through the home page of
our website, firstchurchinjaffrey.org. By clicking on the Donate Button, you can
give through the secure online payment process via PayPal or credit cards. If
you donate by check, please note the recipient in the memo line, e.g., Strengthen
the Church.

Electric Earth
Concerts Return to
First Church

Electric Earth Concerts was founded in January, 2012 by Artistic Directors Laura
Gilbert and Jonathan Bagg, and Miki Osgood.
The mission of Electric Earth Concerts is twofold:
♦ To present affordable concerts of the highest quality in the Monadnock Region and
beyond, that will animate, elevate and educate both mind and spirit, and that will freely
explore music’s connections to the other arts.
♦ To bring music’s enriching and therapeutic power free of charge to schools, homes
for people with disabilities, and other groups whose members cannot easily attend
public concerts.
(continued on page 11)
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(Electric Earth Concerts continued)

Electric Earth Returns to First Church this season with six concerts.
Sunday, June 5 at 4 pm

“Catalyst Quartet: “a CQ Minute”

Tuesday, June 21 at 7 pm

Quartets of Brahms and Lindroth

Wednesday, July 13 at 7 pm

The Joy of Septets

Thursday, August 4 at 7 pm

Duo, Trio, Quartet: Ravel, Bauer, and Brahms

Wednesday, August 10 at 7 pm

The Joy of Septets

Sunday, September 18 at 4 pm

Horszowski Trio, program TBA

All tickets are $30 unless otherwise noted. Available at the door or on the website. Free
to middle and high school students. For information on program details and other
Electric Earth Concerts held in the Monadnock area, go to website at
www.electricearthconcerts.org.

Good Friday

Maundy Thursday

Celebrating Easter, 2022
at First Church
Photos courtesy of Carol Hess

Easter Sunday
Page 11 of 11

