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Come to Church Outside on May 23! 

I am pleased to let you know that our first outdoor 
worship service for 2021 will be on Pentecost, May 23 at 
10:30.  We will meet in the area in front of the Parish 
House and next to the sanctuary.  The sanctuary 
windows will be open so that you can hear Gene play the 
prelude on the organ, 

Pentecost is the celebration of the beginning of the 
church 50 days after Easter.  Our scripture will be the 
story of Ezekiel and his vision of the dry bones. 

After this COVID time it will be appropriate to celebrate 
new beginnings and new life for our congregation. 

On Pentecost we will also receive our special offering for 
Strengthen the Church. 

Be sure to wear a mask.  Since it is Pentecost, we 
encourage you to wear something RED. 

David 

 

 

 

 

News in this issue: 
 
Church Outside Service – Page 1 
The Act of Giving – Page 2 
Search Update – Page 4 
Annual Fair Update – Page 4 
Walking our Labyrinth – Page 5 
The Bookshelf – Page 6 
Behind the Scenes – Page 7 
VIS Cleanup – Page 9 
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Stay Tuned for Covid Guidelines for Outdoor Services 

First Church in Jaffrey is resuming outdoor services one step at a time. The first step 
–see David Felton’s message – is the Pentecost service scheduled for presumed good 
weather at 10:30 on Sunday, May 23. 

It’s too early in this unpredictable COVID variant time to state the precise COVID 
prevention guidelines. After assessing the latest COVID trends and the weather 
forecast, we will make an announcement by e-mail and telephone tree on Friday, 
May 21 if there are changes in plans. 

Our expectations are that we will still require masks. People who live together may 
sit together, with social distancing to others. We expect to do contact tracing by 
asking each person to sign in. We hope the attendees will be fully vaccinated by then. 

 Ken Campbell, on behalf of the Trustees 

 

 
 

 

Socially distanced seating, David leading worship, and Gene playing from the horse sheds at 
last summer’s outside worship service 

Ways to Give 

As we are not meeting in person due to Covid-19, we are not passing the ‘Offering 
Plate.’ However, the church still needs your financial support to pay salaries, 
maintain our buildings and adopt new ways to reach the congregation using 
technology. 

(continued on page 3) 

 

 

 

THE ACT OF GIVING  

We are a generous community here at First Church in 
Jaffrey. We strive to be leaders of generosity in our 
community, social justice initiatives, ministry projects 
and beyond.  
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Use the Donate Button on the home page of our website at firstchurchinjaffrey.org. 

Here you can give through the secure online payment process by making your 
donation via PayPal or credit cards. 

 

 

• Mail your contribution to: The First Church in Jaffrey, Box 673, Jaffrey, NH 03452. 

• Leave your pledge/contribution in the Treasurer’s slot in the Parish House mailboxes. 

• Contribute with stocks or mutual funds. For the details your broker will need,  
   contact admin@firstchurchinjaffrey.org. 

• Honor the life of special friend or loved one by making a contribution. Just be sure to 
   note the name, and appropriate allocation. 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who donated to the One Great Hour of Sharing. First Church raised $1,460 
for this special offering which was highlighted in the March-April Weathervane.  

As you read in David’s front-page article, the Strengthen the Church (STC) special 
offering will be collected on May 23, the date of our first outdoor worship service in 
2021. 

STC reflects the shared commitment of people across the United Church of Christ to 
cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences and the national setting equally share the 
gifts given by members and friends through their local congregations. The funds raised 
support leadership development, new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in 
existing congregations.   

Make your check out to First Church in Jaffrey, put Strengthen the Church in the memo 
line and either mail it to the church or bring it on May 23. 

 

 

  

HIGH TECH  

 

Use the Donate Button 
on the home page of 
our website at 
firstchurchinjaffrey.org. 

Here you can give 
through the secure 
online payment process 
by making your 
donation via PayPal or 
credit cards. 

 

LOW TECH  

 

• Mail your 
contribution to: The 
First Church in Jaffrey, 
Box 673, Jaffrey, NH 
03452 

• Leave your 
pledge/contribution in 
the Treasurer’s slot in 
the Parish House 
mailboxes 

• Contribute with stocks 
or mutual funds. For 
the details your broker 
will need,  

contact 
admin@firstchurchinja
ffrey.org. 

• Honor the life of 
special friend or loved 
one by making a 
contribution. Just be 
sure to note the name, 
and appropriate 
allocation. 

 

 

LOW TECH  

 

Use the Donate 
Button on the 
home page of 
our website at 
firstchurchinjaff
rey.org. 

Here you can 
give through the 
secure online 
payment 
process by 
making your 
donation via 
PayPal or credit 
cards. 

 

LOW TECH  

 

• Mail your 
contribution to: 
The First 
Church in 
Jaffrey, Box 
673, Jaffrey, NH 
03452 

• Leave your 
pledge/contribu
tion in the 
Treasurer’s slot 
in the Parish 
House 
mailboxes 

• Contribute 

 

GIVING TO THE WIDER WORLD 
Through Special Offerings 
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Still Searching … 

Our Local Church Profile received final approval on February 19, 2021 and was posted 
on the national UCC website.  The Search Committee has had to transition from the 
pressures and hard work involved in creating the profile, all via e-mail and Zoom. Now 
we find ourselves in a very different phase – waiting for profiles from ministers 
interested in First Church. 

To date we have received three Ministerial Profiles and conducted Zoom interviews with 
two candidates. This involved developing a list of questions that we all agreed were 
important and prioritizing them. The interviews helped Search Committee members 
clarify and improve these queries. Our discussions with two candidates were very good, 
but after much soul-searching, we decided that neither quite matched our aspirations 
for a settled minister at First Church. We learned much from the Zoom interviews, 
including the limits involved in job interviewing without in-person contact.  

We are reaching out in various ways to attract applicants. If you know of anyone who 
might be interested, please encourage them to check the Profile on the UCC websites.  

Search Committee: David Bliss, Nancy Elder-Wilfrid, Sam Greene, Pam Hill, Mary Jo 
Marvin (Facilitator), Ed Poole, Carol Hess, ex-officio as Moderator 

Fingers Crossed for the Annual Fair! 

Bruce and I are hoping that all of us can enjoy planning and 
working on a sunny, people-filled Fair in August. 

We have spoken to most venue leaders and everyone is good to go 
with a few exceptions. 

No one is willing to chair the Children’s Fair, always a popular event. Moreover, we 
don’t know how Camp Wa-Klo will be organized to address COVID issues, such as 
vaccinations and outside excursions for campers.  

There are many things still up in the air, and hopefully we’ll know more in the next few 
months. 

…Will the town allow us to have people come into the Meetinghouse for     
Antiques and Collectibles shopping? 

…Will there be new variants of Covid we need to worry about? 

…Is it feasible to have an indoor luncheon with four at a table, everyone 
unmasked?  (Planning a safer outdoor luncheon with only 2 to a table is risky due 
to the possibility of rain.) 

…Just how many people would come to the Fair, new variants or not? 

We would love to hear from you if you have thoughts or are willing to chair the 
Children’s Fair.  Please email us with ideas or concerns.   

Thanks,  Pam and Bruce Hill 
philloncapecod@gmail.com 
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First Church in Jaffrey’s Labyrinth Invites Walkers 

In an article printed in the Monadnock Ledger-Transcript in early spring, the 
First Church in Jaffrey invited the community to “walk in circles” in its Peace Labyrinth 
and meditate in a neighborhood of 18th and 19th century historic buildings and 
houses.  The Labyrinth is at the back of the 1831 red brick church, accessible from 
Blackberry Lane.  

Built in 2005 with stones brought by members of the congregation and the wider 
community, this non-denominational spiritual site is now open to visitors looking for 
some mild exercise and an outdoor place for meditation during spring, summer and 
fall.   

Directions: From Route 124, drive to Laban Ainsworth Way (opposite Gilmore 
Pond Road), park at the Meetinghouse lot, and walk behind the church down the dirt 
road into the church’s back driveway. Walk around the white Parish House to the 
Labyrinth and grab the rail as you descend the granite stairs. As you walk down a slight 
grade toward the entrance to the Labyrinth, at your left is a calming view of the back 
yards of the historic houses on Thorndike Pond Road and the First Church Memorial 
Garden, honoring those persons whose cremated remains have been scattered or 
interred there.  In the center is a bronze plaque of a dove and the words, “Walk in 
Peace.”                                                                 
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The Bookshelf 

“There is overwhelming hope, but it is seasoned hope, hope that has had a 
 chance to build up its muscles through hardship and sacrifice.” 

 

 

If you find yourself yearning for a little literary solace about 
now, at the end of this tumultuous year, you might pick up J. L. 
Carr’s A Month in the Country. A small masterpiece by an 
author whose works were far better known than he was himself, 
this was first published in 1980; I read it (and suggest that you 
do, too) in the edition published as a New York Review Book 
with an Introduction by Michael Holroyd in 2000. The 
Introduction is a jewel in its own right, worthy of the wry, 
tolerant style of the work itself. 

 

 The book purports to be a reminiscence of an English First World War veteran, 
suffering from shellshock, who in the summer of 1920 accepts a job restoring a 
mediaeval wall painting in a village church in the North Riding of Yorkshire. In 
apparently straightforward fashion he recounts his arrival by train from London, his 
encounter with the vicar who is responsible (reluctantly, as it turns out) for paying 
him, and his developing relationships with those around him, to many of whom he is 
an exotic Southerner. Living in the church tower for the summer, he reveals a 
masterwork under layers of grime and whitewash, and a similar one in the people of 
Oxgodby, both the living and the dead. And bit by bit, he experiences the healing 
power of an ordinary community. 

It is difficult not to make this sound sentimental. But there is humor and pain, and a 
suspicion of neat solutions to human dilemmas here. It is bucolic village life, but in the 
shadow of the shattering destruction just past. There is overwhelming hope, but it is 
seasoned hope, hope that has had a chance to build up its muscles through hardship 
and sacrifice. And the writing moves along like a clear stream, carrying the reader 
effortlessly with it. It is just what we all need.  

Cassius Webb 
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VIRTUAL CHURCH - BEHIND THE SCENES 

By Carol Bortell Hess  

In mid-March 2020, I asked David Felton to prepare some meditation remarks and come 
to the Parish House where I planned to videotape him with my point-and-shoot Canon 
camera.  Neither of us knew at that time exactly how First Church would adopt existing 
video and computer technology to bringing worship to our congregation over the next 14 
months of COVID. The key elements became music, scripture readings, a meditation with 
a prayer, and diverse settings ranging from videos taken inside the church to carefully 
curated photos.   

We have learned to produce a unique video experience; we are not recording the usual 
worship service. It is transmitted via an e-blast with a link to YouTube where it also 
archived. The video is titled (such as “Staying Connected”) and is relatively short (roughly 
12-15 minutes except for Easter and Christmas where there multiple music elements and 
extended Scripture and meditations).   

Here’s how it all comes together: 

 

 

Music 

We have an incredible quartet: Directed by Minister of 
Music Gene Faxon, it’s composed of Betsy Feiker (the 
soprano), Janet Grant (the contralto) and Joan Epro 
(the tenor). They practice on Mondays and Thursdays, 
and then record the hymn they have selected with David 
and the anthem they’ve decided upon on their own.  
Last fall the church purchased a small dual microphone 
recording device (see photograph below).   

 

 

Gene touches the magic “record” button and dashes over to 
the piano.  He directs, plays, and sings CONCURRENTLY!   

 

 

These musicians decide whether the 
recording is up to their high standards. 
Once finalized, Gene hands over a 
mini-SD card, now encased in a special 
holder that makes it fit in a slot on my 
laptop. Transfer to the computer takes 
very little time, so we do it either 
before or after recording David 
Felton’s meditation. (Note: A Secure 
Digital (SD) is a type of removable 
memory card.) 
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(cont’d page 9) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading 

The scripture reading uses a totally different 
methodology.  Lisa Bostnar and her husband 
Steve Jackson have worked out some sort of 
magic system that enables Lisa to simultaneously 
look into the camera and read the scripture text 
scrolling on a screen attached to it.   

 The two select backdrop settings, sometimes in their home, sometimes out of doors, and 
during special Easter season holiday, in the Sanctuary at First Church.  Having Lisa share 
the scripture readings with us is a major contribution to the special nature of our weekly 
video meditations! 

 

 

David’s Meditation 

David Felton shares his thoughts from a lectern on the 
Sanctuary floor so that we can include scenes from the 
altar or other portions of the chancel area of First Church.  
I record David with my ordinary Canon camera, placed on 
a tripod for stability.   

 

 

Putting It Together 

Now I work on the creative “mix” which takes most of Thursday 
afternoon. David’s and Lisa’s contributions are straightforward 
videos that I simply incorporate into a lengthier film.  The musicians, 
however, wish to enhance the meditation message but not present a 
formal performance using their photos. So, I look for visuals that are 
appropriate to the music and messages being conveyed. 

 
At first, I drew exclusively on photographs I had taken in Jaffrey and around the world.  
Friends supplemented these when I called for help.  And, recently, I’ve found many ‘free’ 
download opportunities on the internet, allowing me to draw on wonderful photographs 
taken by others.   

Creating the music sections is the most time-consuming part in putting it all together.  I 
now create the music portion as a separate video from the spoken word sections for two 
reasons:  1) if I mess things up in this more labor-intensive phase, only a 3- or 4-minute 
segment needs to be reworked; 2) the quartet’s music is so popular with viewers that 
many like to be able to go directly to it. When we include hymns, or Taize chants, we try 
to present the scores so viewers can sing or follow the words being sung. (cont’d page 9)  
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(.. Putting it together, continued) 

By Friday, the video has been posted to YouTube. An e-blast with links goes out to a list of 
members and friends. All are encouraged to forward it to their family and friends. We will be 
experimenting with outdoor services as the weather improves, but the videos will continue. 
Watch for the Friday e-blast and enjoy music and meditation from First Church at a time over 
the weekend that is best for you.  

Carol Bortell Hess, Moderator and Video Producer  

P.S. If you would like to participate in the production process, please give me a call or send an 
email.  The learning process is not that difficult, and it would be excellent to have a larger 
team engaged in the process. 

 

 

The Annual Village Improvement Society (VIS) Spring Clean Up is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 15th, starting at 9:30 at the Horsesheds and ending in Centennial Park at 
12:30 for a Pizza Picnic. As we did in the fall, the VIS will partner with First Church to 
get the perimeter of its buildings ready for spring and summer. This will be a chance to 
meet new neighbors and enjoy being outside as we gradually emerge (hopefully 
vaccinated) from our COVID cocoons!  

 

Tasks: 

• Transport benches from Horsesheds to Cutter Park and Centennial Park 

• Remove Christmas tree from middle of Meetinghouse Common 

• Paint Centennial Park fences 

• Prune and weed: Cutter Park, Centennial Park, around First Church 
• Remove buckthorn and brush at dumpster end of Morgan Lot on Mountain Rd.  

• Clean up area of Centennial Park across the brook at northeast corner 

 

Tools needed: 

• Gloves, bug spray, other protective gear (face masks not necessary)  

• Clippers, loppers, wood saws, rakes, spades, trowels etc. 

(continued on page 10) 

 

 

VIS & First Church Annual 
Spring Cleanup 

Saturday, May 15 at 9:30 
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 Annual Spring Cleanup (cont’d) 

Supplies provided by the VIS: 
 

• Paint, brushes 

• Leaf bags 

• Picnic provisions, including pizza and beer and soda 

• (chips, other nibbles are welcome) 

Rewards: 

• Getting to see each other again 

• Getting to know new neighbors 

• Feasting together on pizza  

• Being proud of the way the Jaffrey Center open spaces serve the community 

Please RSVP if you can be there on Saturday, May 15th, so we can plan task 
assignments and order enough pizza: suzecampbell@mac.com or  978-831-9118.  

Many thanks, Suze Campbell,  

On behalf of the VIS BOARD: Alex Bird, Ken Campbell, Sam Greene, Sam Hackler, 
Bruce Hill,  Sam Greene, Mary Ley, Peter Russell, Tom Schiele, Rick Stein 

 

 

Thank you to our contributors for 
the May – June Weathervane! 

MaryJo Marvin, Carol Hess, David 
Felton, Ken & Suze Campbell, Pam 

& Bruce Hill, Cassius Webb 

mailto:suzecampbell@mac.com

