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From Our Interim Pastor
Refocusing on John’s Gospel for Lent
It is hard to believe that it has been a year since we were
able to worship together in the church building. Our last
indoor service was March 8, 2020. None of us could
have imagined that the virus would have been this bad
and that we would have been separated this long. When
people ask how long until we are back together my
answer is soon but not yet. I hope you are watching our
weekly videos. I again thank those who are working on
them: Gene Faxon, Joan Epro, Janet Grant, Betsy Feiker
and Carol Hess.
Last year I started a Lenten series on the Gospel of John.
Then the virus hit and we shifted our focus of the
meditations to dealing with the virus. It seems to me
that this might be a good time to refocus on the Gospel
of John for the rest of Lent. John is very different from
the other three gospels. It gives us another way to look at
the holy week events. In the synoptic gospels Holy Week
involves two Sundays (Palm Sunday and Easter). John
adds a prelude (Lazarus) and a postlude (Doubting
Thomas). Our Lenten series will finish April 11 (the
Sunday after Easter) with Doubting Thomas. I hope you
find this helpful.
David

News in this issue:
From Our Interim Pastor – Page 1
One Great Hour of Sharing – Page 2
From the Moderator – Page 3
Updates from the Trustees – Page 4
The Act of Giving – Page 5
A Bit of FCiJ History – Page 5
Musical Instruments – Page 6
Search Committee Update – Page 8
The Bookshelf – Page 9

Page 1 of 10

FIRST CHURCH IN JAFFREY WEATHERVANE
www.firstchurchinjaffrey.org

March - April 2021

Issue 2

One Great Hour of
Sharing

On Sunday March 14 we will receive our special offering for One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS), which supports the mission work of the United Church of Christ
around the world. This year the pandemic has laid bare the inadequacies of
infrastructures around the globe. We see the lines of hungry people in this country,
and we realize how much worse it is in underdeveloped nations around the world.
The needs are greater this year than ever before. The UCC has a long and proud
history of mission work around the world, particularly in India, China, southeast
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East.
But OGHS does more than just support our mission work around the world. It also
provides emergency funds when disasters hit anywhere in the world including here at
home. Disaster funds are sent IMMEDIATELY. That immediate assistance is
critical. I will use my meditation time on March 14 to tell you about what these
emergency funds can mean to a community that suffers a disaster.
Make your check out to First Church in Jaffrey, mark it for OGHS, and mail it to PO
Box 673, Jaffrey, NH 03452 or drop it in the Treasurer’s mail slot in the Parish
House.

Thank you,
David
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Looking Ahead — from the Moderator
We continue to get together “virtually” for worship and meetings. The January 28, 2021
annual meeting did include 4 members collected in the Parish House, 17 members via
Zoom and 5 ‘friends of the church’ by Zoom… so a gathering of 26. Proxies were
received from 13 more members, so we could safely conduct our business. Several
outcomes of the meeting will interest you:


Although we did not hold a Fair on the first Wednesday in August 2020,
donations to a Virtual Fair Fund and sales of Fair items on E-bay and other
venues have netted $3,268. Thus, Funds will be available in 2021 to continue our
support for community services. First Church has already committed to two
scholarships of $500 each for Conant graduates.



No one knows what this coming summer will bring, but Bruce and Pam Hill have
volunteered to continue their roles as chairpersons for our FAIR. We hope that
conditions will permit some sort of LIVE EVENT! We all have missed sharing
with friends as we contribute to the wider Jaffrey Community.



By vote of the Executive Circle, Ann St. Cyr has been appointed Assistant
Treasurer, much to Janet Grant’s pleasure. Annie’s professional experience will
be of great support to our financial management team.



Sylvia Hamilton will continue to fulfill her term (ending 2021) as Clerk of the
congregation, but asked that someone else serve as scribe for Executive Circle
and other meetings. Pam Hill graciously stepped in to take on this role. Sylvia
will continue to maintain church records.

The Meditation Team carries on. Just since the first of the year over 895 ‘clicks’ have
made on our website offerings, with a total viewing time of over 70 hours. Our heartfelt
thanks to Gene Faxon, Joan Epro, Betsy Feiker and Janet Grant for these gifts! Special
music programs are being developed for the Easter season, so stay tuned.
Carol B. Hess

We are thankful for our online Meditation
Team in 2021 and look forward to in-person
worship when it is safe for all.

Palm Sunday, 2018
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Updates from the Trustees

Buildings and Grounds
The Trustees have contracted with Greg
Potter of Potter Tree Care for an
estimated $2,200 worth of work in the
Memorial Garden area to remove six
hazardous trees – one of which fell but
snagged between other trees.

He will remove downed logs and prune storm-damaged limbs and lower deadwood.
The work started on March 1. The Trustees voted to withdraw $1,000 from the
Memorial Garden fund (now at $5,254) to help cover the cost. In spring, Potter will
prune the crabapple in the Parish House driveway (estimate $225). Grasses have
obscured the inscription on the large boulder marking the Memorial Garden, but
that area will be cleaned up in the spring.

Inside Worship
Jane Jontz began a discussion about how we might determine when to gather
inside, as vaccinations increase and provide 95% protection to those vaccinated. A
Sierra Club tour Jane runs is scheduled for Labor Day, but the Sierra Club has
cancelled all events through June. The difficulties of arranging COVID vaccinations
was discussed, as were the problems posed by new COVID strains.
The NHUCC current indoor services guideline is “hopefully soon, but not yet.”
David said that “What’s safe” is the standard we should use. He emphasized that “It
would be terrible to have a spreader event at this point as we approach improved
safety.”
Ken Campbell, Chair, for the other Trustees: Sam Greene, Jane Jontz, Tom
Warren, Dan Wilfrid, and Treasurer Janet Grant, ex officio.
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THE ACT OF GIVING
When we give, it acknowledges God as the giver of everything we have, reflects our trust that He
will continue to provide for us, and allows us to be a part of His work here on earth. It’s
something we do with joy.

Ways to Give
As we are not meeting in person due to Covid-19, we are not passing the ‘Offering Plate.’
However, there are ways to give during these virtual service times:
Use the Donate Button on the home page.
Here you are able to give through the secure online
payment process by making your donation via PayPal or
credit cards.

OR ….


Mail your contribution to: The First Church in Jaffrey, Box 673, Jaffrey, NH 03452



Make a contribution in stocks or mutual funds. For the details your broker will need, just
contact admin@firstchurchinjaffrey.org



Honor the life of special friend or loved one by making a contribution. Just be sure to note
the name, and appropriate allocation.

We are a generous community here at First Church in Jaffrey. We strive to be leaders of
generosity in our community, social justice initiatives, ministry projects and beyond. Whether it’s
giving your time, talent, or treasure you can know that giving to God goes beyond this moment
and leaves an eternal legacy.

A Bit of FCiJ History..
There is only one object currently in the sanctuary that
was present at the time this building was dedicated, a
Bible provided by Mrs. William Baldwin (Charlotte) as the
Congregationalist moved into the sanctuary in 1832. This
large Bible rests on the communion table in front of the
organ console.
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We are blessed by …
THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF FIRST CHURCH
The Wessel Pipe Organ
In 1974 the First Church congregation voted
for an electropneumatic pipe organ to be built
by John Wessel. The price, excluding needed
alternations to the sanctuary, was $10,716.
Donations helped fund the purchase.
John Wessel came from Holland to work at
the Esty Organ Factory in Brattleboro, VT.
When the factory closed, he became an independent organ builder/technician in New
England. Wessel used old and new parts to build the First Church organ. He had
secured a used organ from an Episcopal Church in Worcester, and made many of the
new components in his Brattleboro shop. Finding replacement parts, however, was a
continual problem. In 1988, Wessel recommended that the church convert to a solidstate coupler and extension system which had no movable parts. Money was raised,
and the conversion was done.
Congregational support for our pipe organ has continued. A generous donor allowed
the church to replace the bellows and purchase a set of chimes from England which
were added in 2003.
Although it’s a modest 20th century pipe organ in a small rural church, this instrument,
says Minister of Music Gene Faxon, “has a clarity of tone and great versatility.” He adds
that “the sacred sound of an organ is inextricably linked with church music.” In 2011,
First Church hosted the American Guild of Organists to celebrate the Wessel Pipe
organ in a free concert that featured organ music from the 17th through the 21st
centuries.

The Baldwin Grand Piano
The Baldwin concert grand arrived at First
Church in 2009, a gift from Penny Warfield, the
daughter of Robert and Virginia Warfield. The
arrival of this instrument has attracted many
pianists to First Church to perform.
In April 2009, a performance by concert pianist Virginia Eskin titled “Music
Inspired by Mountains” inaugurated the piano to our community. Our 7-foot-long
(Continued on page 7)

Page 6 of 10

FIRST CHURCH IN JAFFREY WEATHERVANE
www.firstchurchinjaffrey.org

March - April 2021

Issue 2

The Musical Instruments .. (cont’d)

Baldwin grand piano has been used for classical concerts by artists such as Virginia Eskin,
plus Electric Earth concerts, Monadnock Music concerts, a First Church concert series, and
several jazz concerts. The addition of the Baldwin grand to the choir area has also allowed
Gene to direct the choir from the piano bench of the Baldwin. Up to that time he had to
direct from the organ console or from an old upright piano even further away from the choir
than the organ console.

The Sassman Harpsichord
In 2014 Minister of Music Gene Faxon purchased
a 7-foot-long double manual harpsichord built by
Martin Sassman, a German harpsichord builder
widely recognized in the early 1970s during a
revival of early music. First Church kindly agreed
to house it for him. Harpsichords are the
predecessors to the modern piano. When you
play a note on the harpsichord, it lifts a “jack”
which has a plectrum attached to it resulting in a
sound like the plucking of a string on the guitar, lute, or harp. Whereas when you play a
note on the piano, a felt hammer is thrown toward the string to create the sound.
The Sassman harpsichord has two keyboards, each 59 keys long. This harpsichord has
two sets of strings, referred to as 8ft stops, but also a 3rd set of strings set an octave higher
than the 8ft strings, referred to as 4ft stop. Each of the two sets of 8ft strings is made of
different metals. In this case, one set is made of iron, the other made of red brass. This
difference in material results in two distinctly different qualities of sound. And, as is the
case with the Wessel Organ, the more stops used, the greater the sound. The Sassman has
been used for Early Music concerts by Electric Earth, as well as by Gene for church
services, most notably for Easter services featuring Bach, Handel, or Vivaldi.
“As Minister of Music here at First Church I feel blessed to have these three fine musical
instruments,” says Gene Faxon. “They have provided the foundation from which the
music program has been able to encompass performances of major classical choral works
with the choir and string ensembles, chamber music, early music on the harpsichord, jazz
on the grand piano, and, of course, hymns on the pipe organ.”

By Minister of Music Gene Faxon
with Mary Jo Marvin
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Search Committee Update
The Search Committee finished its 42-page Local
Church Profile in mid-February and sent it to
Gordon Rankin, our Conference Minister for his
review. Rev. Rankin was very complimentary and
made no changes in the text. His closing comment,
“Please tell the search committee that the profile is
very well done and I think it will serve you well,”
affirmed the committee’s hard work.
Rev. Rankin and Helen McGlashan, Search and Call Assistant, were both extremely
helpful in formatting the Profile and reducing it to the size needed to post on the
national UCC website.
By the time you receive this newsletter, our Profile should be posted and we look
forward to receiving profiles from pastors who express interest in First Church. All
applications are routed through the Conference, so if you have someone you wish to
suggest, they should do so through official channels.
In the next phase, the Search Committee reviews pastor profiles, interviews when
desired, and checks references. Because of COVID, all interviews in the coming months
will be conducted via ZOOM.
Search Committee: David Bliss, Nancy Elder-Wilfrid, Sam Greene, Pam Hill,
Mary Jo Marvin (Facilitator), Ed Poole, Carol Hess, ex-officio as Moderator

Thank you to our contributors for the
March-April Weathervane!
MaryJo Marvin, Carol Hess, David Felton,
Ken Campbell, Gene Faxon
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The

The Bookshelf
At the February 6, 2021 meeting of the NH UCC Board of Directors, Rev. Richard Slater
gave a PowerPoint presentation on his recently concluded sabbatical, including report
on the reading/learning component of the sabbatical. This list was published in NH
UCC Weekly News on February 11, 2021.
This book list offers so many perspectives into contemporary issues – racism, violence,
leadership, conflicting interpretations of American history to name a few – that I
wanted to pass it along to our newsletter readers. I have edited Rev. Slater’s
descriptions for length. MJ Marvin
James H. Cone. The Cross and the Lynching Tree. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis 2011.
A reflection on two important symbols for Christian African-Americans through
an exploration of American history from the late 19th century to the mid-20th
century. During this period some 5,500 African-Americans were publicly
lynched.
Jason Reynolds. Long Way Down. New York, NY: Athenaeum, 2017.
An extraordinary book in style (free verse) and content, this short novel won
high praise when published. Set within an inner-city family, the author builds a
story around a set of conversations between those who died violent deaths and a
young man seeking to avenge the recent death of his beloved brother.
Lauren R. Kerby. Saving History: How White Evangelicals Tour the Nation’s
Capital and Redeem a Christian America. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North
Carolina Press, 2020.
The author is a lecturer in religious studies at Harvard University and undertook
a research project into the design and content of Washington tours advertised
and promoted among evangelical Christians. In sum, the tours interpret
Washington, DC’s sites in a manner that underscores evangelical values while
being dismissive of the deist convictions of many of our nation’s founders and
ignorant of the mainline church’s presence and influence in the development of
our nation.
(Continued on page 10)

Page 9 of 10

FIRST CHURCH IN JAFFREY WEATHERVANE
www.firstchurchinjaffrey.org

March - April 2021

Issue 2

The Bookshelf (cont’d)

Isabel Wilkerson. Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents. New York: Random
House, 2020.
This study of racism in American draws upon an analysis of similar systems of
discrimination in Germany and India and finds deep similarities between
India’s caste system and America’s institutionalized and socialized systems of
racial discrimination and oppression.
Barack Obama. A Promised Land. New York, 2020
The first volume in former President Obama’s memoir covers the campaign
for and election to the office of President of the United States.

SPRING AHEAD!
Don’t forget to set your clocks one
hour ahead on Sunday, March 14!
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