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From Our Interim Pastor 

New Beginnings 

Happy 2021!  May this be a good year for all of us and for 
the First Church in Jaffrey. I hear so many people saying 
thank God 2020 is over as if things are completely 
different today. I think we have turned some corners. 
There will be a new administration on January 20. 

But some things are still the same. The virus is still here 
in our midst and more active than ever. We still need to 
wear our masks. We still need to keep six feet apart. We 
still need to keep washing our hands. We’ve made it 
safely so far. We cannot afford to let down our guard 
now. 

I finish my work with the conference on January 15.   
The church has asked me to continue as your interim 
pastor until you have a new pastor and I happily agreed 
to do so.  You have a capable search committee and they 
are working hard. Let us use the time God has given us 
as creatively as possible and let us look forward to the 
time of the calling of a new pastor. 

This winter we will continue our weekly meditations.   
Hopefully when the weather warms up we can worship 
together outside.    And then when all is safe we can 
worship together again in the sanctuary.  Every day is a 
new adventure.   Let us keep the faith and keep together.         

David 
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First Church in Jaffrey 

Weathervane 
January - February 

2021 

In ancient Roman religion, Janus was the god of beginnings and 
ends, presiding over every entrance and departure. Because 
every door and passageway looks in two directions, Janus was 
portrayed with two faces. 
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From the Moderator – Looking Back 

Going Virtual 

I asked David Felton that first pandemic week in March 2020 to meet me in the Parish House 
with a short meditation piece in hand, so that we could put something on YouTube to share 
with the congregation. At that time, neither of us knew what the future held. 

David had to learn to talk to an audience of one (me) and a camera. I too had to develop some 
new skills and set up the firstchurchinjaffrey YouTube channel.  “Not more than 6 minutes” I 
would remonstrate to David, “People won’t listen longer than that.  I know from my travel 
videos.” David adjusted quickly, and my reminders weren’t needed.  

Gene Faxon stepped in to provide some music, and then was joined by choir soloists Janet 
Grant and Betsy Feiker.  Now Joan Epro contributes her lovely tenor to the group – so we 
have a quartet!  The weekly meditations and music are up and running. And Lisa Bostnar’s 
scripture readings provide the proverbial icing on the cake to these offerings! 

Another element was needed to avoid the repetition of “singing heads.”  I volunteered to 
supply visuals that would fit with the music. I am a prolific photographer, but as time and 
COVID marched on, I began to run though my personal picture supply.  My thanks to friends 
who helped supplement my photos with their own.  Some images were acquired without cost 
through sources on the internet.  And matching images and messages on the computer 
became increasingly a comfortable art exercise for me. 

Here’s the process. We record David and the music folks late Thursday morning.  I scramble 
to put things together so that Judy Lessard, our faithful admin staff-person, can send out 
eblasts on Fridays to all who have asked to be put on the distribution list.   

Please feel free to share either the e-blast or our YouTube channel with family and 
friends.  Usage seems to be increasing, which simply speaks to needs being fulfilled, for which 
we are grateful.  If you aren’t on the distribution list and would like to be, send an email to 
admin@firstchurchinjaffrey.org or  simply insert firstchurchinjaffrey YouTube channel into 
your search engine and you will reach the videos’ home. 

Carol B. Hess, Moderator (also the video producer) 

 

about:blank
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The First Church in Jaffrey Meditations and 
Music video production team 

Joan Epro, Gene Faxon, Janet Grant and Betsy Feiker 
practice for the weekly music while David Felton watches.  

David Felton giving his weekly message Carol Hess records and publishes videos 

Lisa Bostnar reads scriptures 
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  Finding “Community” in New Ways 

For almost a year, our weekly meditation videos bring First 
Church friends and members together, even while we are 

physically apart. Here we share some of the comments received 
about this new way of connecting people and nurturing 

spirituality. 

♫  ♫  ♫ 
 

“My girls would usually be off at college now.  But they’re home with us.  We plan a 
specific time on a Sunday morning to sit together and watch the First Church 
YouTube for the week, sing along with the hymn if we know it, listen to the 
Scripture and David’s comments, and enjoy the special music.  Afterwards we share 
thoughts about what we’ve just heard and what these mean to us.  Thank you for 
giving us this opportunity to be together as a family, both the wider one and our 
own.” 

“What a surprise and pleasure to encounter our ‘summer friends’ as readers for the 
beautiful Lessons and Carols video!  Even though I didn’t get around to looking at 
this until several days after Christmas, the delay didn’t matter.  The Lessons and 
Carols was so meaningful, and beautifully done, I shared the link with a good friend 
who is one of the Trustees at the church I attend in winter.  Will see you all again 
this summer!” 

“The Taizé video you created back in the fall has become part of my meditation 
time each day, even now.  Thank you!” 

“Putting an arrow on the line of the hymn so we can follow where ‘we’ are is a great 
idea.  I’m started doing that for the Zoom broadcasts we send out from our church.” 

“David’s message was ‘Just What I Needed’ once again… all the time!” 

“Look at all the coverage we’ve received because of these videos:  not just the local 
paper, but Keene and even a picture on the front page of the Concord paper, with 
an advisory to read the article on page 3.  Wow!” 

“Bible study and other meetings are taking place with Zoom.  It’s not quite the 
same as being together in one room, but it works.” 
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Generous Gifts 
  and Brighter Futures  

The Trustees received a $15,000 
anonymous unrestricted gift in 
November.  The donor wants to 
minimize withdrawals from the 
endowment, and the Trustees are very 
happy to honor that request. This gift 
brought pledge income to more than 
$83,000 as of Nov. 30. Church expenses 
were $121,000 for 11 months. 
Preliminary end-of-year figures indicate 
the church ended 2020 with a small net 
surplus.  

The endowment as of Dec. 31, 2020 was 
$528,683, up nearly $24,000 since the 
Jan. 1, 2020 start at $504,873. The 
church has taken investment income 
from the endowment of $32,200 in 
2020. The monthly draw, based on 6% of 
the average balance of the last 12 
quarters, was $2,685.  For the Church 
Fair account, donations and sales of 
donated items have brought in over 
$3,000. 

The Sanctuary can be much brighter now 
that the Trustees have bought new LED 
candelabra bulbs for the five 
chandeliers. Bruce Hill and Sam Greene 
have replaced all 60 of the 40-watt 
standard bulbs in the five chandeliers 
with 4.5-watt LED bulbs that have the 
equivalent light of 60-watt standard 
bulbs. The dimmable LED bulbs should 
last 13 years or more, increase the 
lumens by up to 50%, decrease the 
chandeliers’ electricity cost by 89%, and 
greatly reduce the need to get on the very 
tall and heavy ladder to change a few 
bulbs at a time.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks to Geoff Frank who is 
continuing to maintain the FCIJ web 
page until Keene Webworks takes over 
in late January. On Jan. 7, 2021, the 
Narthex, Sanctuary, the main floor of 
the Parish House and three bathrooms 
were vacuumed and given a COVID 
disinfection treatment by Kevin 
Hampsey and Mike Grenier.  

   Ken Campbell 

 

 

Ann St. Cyr Named 
Assistant Treasurer 

 At the Executive Circle meeting held 
on January 8, and in accordance with 
the bylaws as revised early in 2020, 
Treasurer Janet Grant recommended 
that Ann St. Cyr become our volunteer 
Assistant Treasurer.  The Executive 
Circle voted to approve this proposal. 

Janet commented "It is wonderful to 
have Annie's support.  We are most 
grateful for her commitment to First 
Church. She brings a vast experience in 
operational management and financial 
operations.  We welcome her as a 
member of the team going forward in 
2021." 

 

News from the Trustees 
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The Search Committee has been meeting every other week since early November via Zoom. 
Its members are focused on completing the Local Church Profile, a document that asks questions 
in three main categories: Who is God calling us to become; Who are we now; and Who is our 
neighbor. The answers require considerable research and thought – detailed demographic and 
financial data, organizational structure descriptions, and answers to probing queries such as 
visions for the future, core competencies we desire in a pastor, and how this church has handled 
change and conflict. The Profile, now running more than 30 pages, is almost complete. The goal is 
to finish this foundational task by January 31, 2021. 

Posting and Interviewing 

Next, we submit our Profile to the NH Conference.  After review, they post the position on 
their website and distribute The First Church in Jaffrey “Profile” to UCC clergy and those of 
affiliated denominations who express interest. Individuals interested in First Church contact the 
NH UCC, who sends their Profiles to our Search Committee.  All applications are routed through 
the Conference, so if you have someone you wish to suggest, they should do so through official 
channels and not directly to FCiJ. 

 The Search Committee reviews pastor profiles, interviews when desired, checks references, 
and arranges to hear (hopefully in person) the prospective candidate preach.  During COVID, all 
interviews will have to be conducted via ZOOM. 

 We’ll keep everyone updated on progress via the Weathervane and e-blasts.  

 Search Committee: David Bliss, Nancy Elder-Wilfrid, Sam Greene, Pam Hill, Mary Jo 
Marvin (Facilitator), Ed Poole, Carol Hess, ex-officio as Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Search Committee 
Making Good Progress 
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Reflection on John Van Ness   
1930-2021 

The way you think it is, is not the way you 
think it is at all.” 
 
This saying is attributed to Saint Olan, an 
Irish saint of early Christianity.  John Van 
Ness embraced it and would quote it often; 
indeed, it is chiseled on his headstone.  And it 
speaks volumes about John and how he lived 
his life. 
 
 John always listened to that inner voice of inspiration, to that call of the stars, which 

encourage us to ponder our place in the mystery of it all.  There are quite a few times 
along his life journey where he dropped everything to pursue a new path; leaving his 
engineering degree behind to go to seminary; heading out to Switzerland with wife, 
Pat, and three kids in tow to delve into ecumenical studies; going to California to earn 
a PhD in Transpersonal Psychology, just to name a few. John accepted and was able to 
let go of what could not be known, but never lost that longing to explore it all!  A 
colleague and friend from his days as a psychotherapist at Maps says this about him: 
 
   “John had a beautiful curiosity about the ways of life and death.  He lived into a life 
of mystical moments, always expanding his life loving others as well as himself.”   
 
A favorite New Testament passage of John’s was the story of “The Road to Emmaus,” 
found in Luke.  One of his treasured possessions was a copy of Rembrandt’s painting, 
“Supper at Emmaus” which had a prominent place on a wall in his meditation space. 
Over the years he kept going back to it for reflection. This story encourages us to look 
at our faith, our openness (or lack thereof), at our pre-conceptions and our very 
discernment process, our hospitality – especially with strangers, our connection with 
the Divine, and the extent of our trust in having Jesus walk with us, even in our 
darkest moments.  But Rembrandt chose one special moment in the story … Christ’s 
breaking of the bread, when his companions’ eyes were finally opened. And it is this 
“Act of Communion” which I believe really spoke to John.  Local author and friend of 
John’s, Thomas Moore, shared this thought about this gathering at the dinner table: 
 
“In all this Jesus is an epicurean, one who loves the basic pleasures of life, such as 
eating with others and whose very being is symbolized by bread – basic nourishment, 
the pleasure of eating and the joy of dining, inviting strangers to your table…Jesus 
befriends the world.”  

(Continued on page 8) 
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Reflections on John Van Ness (cont’d) 

Now, no one could say that John shied away from the dinner – or breakfast, or 
lunch – table. He, too, loved good food and a little drink shared with people over 
stimulating conversation. John lived knowing that we are all part of one family and 
belong to something larger than ourselves … which is what communion, “breaking 
of the bread,” and sharing are really all about!  Did John ever fully decipher all the 
nuances of “The Supper at Emmaus?”  Well, no, but then he would remind us, “The 
way you think it is, is not the way you think it is at all!” 
Good words to recall when we get stuck in our certainties!  Thank you, John!   

Ilona Kwiecien 

Note: A complete obituary for John Van Ness, who died on January 4, 2021, can be 
found online at cournoyerfh.com 
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In Memoriam 

Rev. Dr. Luther P. Durgin 

August 28, 1932 – December 16, 2020 

 

 

Luther and Diane Durgin came to First Church in 2000 after a long career of settled 
ministry and interim ministry, occasionally as co-pastors.  Together they mentored our 
intended minister Debbie Hill while she finished her studies at Andover-Newton 
Seminary. In addition to providing guidance to the minister-in-training, our 
congregation thoroughly enjoyed Luther’s leading worship one Sunday a month, with 
Diane doing so another Sunday, and Debbie contributing her developing skills on the 
other weekends. After a judicious 6 months following Debby Hill’s ordination and 
formal call to be the settled pastor, the Durgins asked to join First Church.  They became 
active members, serving on committees, working on the annual Fair and occasionally 
serving as pulpit supply. Luther was a Trustee and valued member of the Investment 
Advisory group for many years.  

We were privileged to hear first-hand about Luther and Diane’s experiences 
volunteering with the Red Cross in disaster relief. They went to Mississippi aiding 
victims of Hurricane Katrina and then returned to the Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, as 
well as Punta Gorda, Florida with NH Conference volunteers helping rebuild houses 
damaged in storms. With the Red Cross they went to San Antonio, Texas during 
Hurricane Ike. For three weeks they helped feed and shelter up to 8,000 refugees who 
had fled the storm. 

Travel was a retirement priority for this couple. Always inquisitive, Luther and Diane 
enjoyed visiting historic sites in the United States; exploring the British Isles and 
European countries; cruising the rivers of the Continent; sailing the ocean and later 
sailing through the Panama Canal on the QE2.  

Even in his early 80s, Luther served as a guest worship leader at First Church, joined in 
all discussions about structural change and conflict, and represented the church at UCC 
regional associations and conferences. One of my last memories of a conversation with 
him was about the difficulties he anticipated in marrying a grandchild outdoors in a 
field rather than a church. But he did it! 

Continued on Page 10 
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Rev. Dr. Luther Durgin ( cont’d) 

 

The Rev. Dr. Luther P. Durgin died at Albany Medical Center on December 16, 
2020 from complications following a stroke. The son of the late W. Ernest and 
Louise Travis Durgin, he was born in Boston on August 28, 1932. Mr. Durgin 
graduated from Roslindale High School, and from Bates College. He received his 
Master of Divinity degree from Yale Divinity School. At Andover Newton 
Theological School, he earned his Doctor of Ministry degree. The Rev. Durgin was 
ordained into Christian Ministry May 31, 1958. He is survived by his wife, the Rev. 
Dr. Diane. E. Durgin, whom he married February 7, 1987. When they semi-retired, 
the Durgins moved to the Keene area. Just a few years ago they settled in a 
retirement community in the Berkshires.  A complete obituary and a video of 
Luther’s service are available at www.dwyerfuneral.com. 

Mary Jo Marvin 
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